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order, just: because it was not nearly so new as it sometimes claimed
to be,, was no less outraged. It was willing to admit "the i;uilt of
Wilhelm Hohenzollcrn"; it not only had admitted it but had
avenged it by revolution. Yet it was now asked, alter its solemn
repudiation of responsibility, to justify punishment of its innocent
self by a confession of active complicity in a crime tor which it
had a perfect political alibi, and confess it in such a way as to
admit that Germany, the new Germany, the democratic Germany
and every individual German in it, including the unborn, was
blood-guilty of an outrage on humanity and was not worthy to
associate with civilized men. In all its exaggeration of bitterness,
in all its outraged romanticism, the indignation was natural and it
provoked a graver crisis, moral and material,, than even the days
of November had done.
The first feeling was that acceptance was impossible. Except
on the extreme Left every party fulminated against the treaty,
and for one moment the Allies seemed to have achieved what all
the goodwill in Germany had failed to create, a united nation;
the survivors of the old regime raised their heads again; they were
once again one with the nation in a nation of common criminals,
They had failed to oppose the revolution because they had been
divided; they could oppose the treaty because they were united.
Amid excited enthusiasm the government resigned rather than
accept; the military leaders clamoured for the war to be renewed
—all except the little group of responsible heads. Anxiously
statesmen and generals discussed the details of a dangerous situa-
tion while outside parties and people demonstrated. But after the
first excitement realization of Germany's position began to seep
in. The majority of the consultants were against acceptance, They
realized the alternative, invasion, occupation, and worse terms,
but they felt that even a negative gesture in defence of the national
honour was politically necessary. There was no real question of
resistance; the army command said that it was, from the military
point of view, impossible; the politicians said that it was equally
so from the political point of view; both, however, felt that non-
acceptance was the only true course; it was the only defence of
Germany that could be made in a situation where defence of

